
Timothy Jones is an assistant winemaker at Snoqualmie Vineyards in Paterson, Washington. For Jones,  

it was an interest in travel and foreign languages that led him to a career in winemaking.

In 2004, Jones graduated from Willamette University with a degree in Spanish. “I studied Spanish in 

undergraduate college, and while I was an exchange student in South America I was assigned to a research 

project studying the local cuisine,” he remembers. “I went to a small local wine shop in Chile and was 

hooked. I worked one harvest and after that, I decided I wanted to make wine for the rest of my life.”

Following this revelation, Jones became an intern at Matanzas Creek Winery in Sonoma County, working in 

the cellar and lab. After his first harvest, Jones continued to gain experience in the Sonoma and Napa areas 

working mostly with red wines, but also with sparkling wine as an intern at Mumm Napa. It was during his 

time interning that Jones began pursuing a Bachelor of Science (BS) in Viticulture and Enology from UC 

Davis. Jones earned his BS degree in 2010, and then went on to earn a Master of Science (MS) in Viticulture 

and Enology at UC Davis. He graduated with his MS degree in 2012.

Jones joined Snoqualmie Vineyards as an assistant winemaker in 2012. Jones is very satisfied with the path 

he’s chosen. “My favorite part of my job is watching the transformation that occurs from grape to finished 

wine,” he says. “It’s a complex process that, to me, still holds magic.”

For Jones, winemaking is not only about the grapes, but where the vines are located geographically.  

“After my experience working in both California and Washington, I am continuously impressed by  

the differences between the two winemaking regions and especially the intense color and structure  

in Washington Merlots,” he marvels. “The place really does matter.”
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