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 Motto Winemaker 
  Reid Klei
Reid Klei is the winemaker for the new Motto wines which  

are part of the Ste. Michelle Wine Estates (SMWE) portfolio. 

These wines are a collection of distinct, dark, rich wines from 

California that deliver a definitively bold wine experience. 

Klei’s scientific background and endless curiosity  
led him to his career in the wine industry. In 2005, he 
graduated from Eastern Washington University with  
a degree in Biology. Looking to use his Biology degree 
in a laboratory, Klei completed an internship in the  
lab at Snoqualmie Winery in Eastern Washington for 
the 2005 harvest.   

After the harvest, he worked in a few other laboratories,  
but quickly found that none of the other jobs could 
match up to working at a winery. When a full time  
lab position opened at SMWE, Klei jumped at the  
opportunity to return to the industry. As his time  
there progressed, Klei found he was interested in  
more than just the laboratory side of winemaking.  

With the support of the winemaking team, Klei found 
his true passion for the industry. In 2008, Klei was 
named Enologist for Columbia Crest out of Paterson, 
Washington, and in 2012 he was promoted to assistant 
winemaker. In 2015, Klei began overseeing winemaking 
for Motto wines. 

“I am very excited to be making the new Motto wines. It 
gives me the opportunity to work with something new 
and different. I have been making wine in Washington 
for my entire career so I came into the Motto wines with  
no preconceived notions or ideas of how California 
wines should be made.” 

“I entered it with a blank slate and am really able to 
just focus on the wines, their characteristics, and put 
together blends and combinations that I think taste 
well together. I think this is what makes Motto wines 
different and gives them a unique spin.”

Although he has now settled into his career, the  
excitement and wonder that originally led him into  

the cellar is not gone. 

“I love learning and unlocking all the mysteries 

the grapes hold. Through winemaking, I am able  

to broaden my palate and open my mind to new  

and different things.”


